
Our corporate 
headquarters in 
Manchester, CT 
(where we still work!) 
was built. It was 
originally built as a silk 
manufacturing mill.

A Walk Down Memory Lane
It might not technically fall under the category of “STEAM”, but history shapes us all. It’s 

important to know what happened before today so that we learn from the successes and 
failures that came before us. So today we’re going to take a little walk through history, lining up 
dates that are important to Fuss & O’Neill with what else was going on in the world at that time.

Fuss & O’Neill Fact What Else Happened That Year
1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

2010

2020

• The Indianapolis 500 is raced 
for the first time.

• The main branch of the New 
York Public Library opens.

• Orville Wright remains in the air 9 minutes and 45 
seconds in a glider at Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina, 
setting a new world record that stands for 10 years.

Our firm is born! Hayden 
Griswold starts a part-time 
surveying business out of his 
home in Manchester, CT.

• IBM is founded in New York State.
• Nellie Tayloe Ross of Wyoming 

is elected as the first woman 
governor in the United States.

• The first Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parade is held.

Then 16 years old, Merv 
Clemson joins the firm part-
time. Merv will become our 
employee with the most years 
served, finally retiring in… well, 
read on!

• Operation Overlord, commonly known as D-Day, 
commences with the landing of 155,000 Allied 
troops on the beaches of Normandy in France.

• IBM dedicates the first program-controlled 
computer, the electromechanical 
Automatic Sequence Controlled 
Calculator (known best as the 
Harvard Mark I).

• The United States Forest Service 
and the Wartime Advertising 
Council release posters featuring 
Smokey Bear for the first time.

Hayden Griswold, Jr. graduates 
from UConn with a degree in 
Civil Engineering and joins the 
family business.

• The 1st Tony Awards, recognizing 
achievement in American theater, 
are held.

• World Series games are broadcast 
on television for the first time.

• US Air Force test pilot Captain 
Chuck Yeager flies a Bell X-1 rocket 
plane faster than the speed of sound, the first time 
that this has been accomplished in level flight, or 
climbing.
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Walter Fuss joins the firm. This 
year also sees the company 
name change to “Griswold 
Engineering”.

• The Department of 
Transportation begins 
operation.

• The Big Mac is introduced.19
67

The company name changes again, this time to 
“Griswold & Fuss” as Hayden Griswold Sr. (The 
Chief ) retires and is succeeded by his son and 
Walter Fuss. The company has approximately 25 
employees at this time.

• Amtrak begins inter-city rail passenger service in 
the United States.

• Walt Disney World opens in Orlando, 
Florida.

• Intel releases the world’s 
first commercially available 
microprocessor, the Intel 4004.
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Bill O’Neill joins the firm.

• The first handheld cellular phone call is made by 
Martin Cooper in New York City.

• For the first time, the Army Corps of Engineers 
opens the Morganza Spillway near Baton Rouge to 
relieve record flooding along the Mississippi River.

• Skylab, the USs’ first space station, is launched.
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Hayden Griswold, Jr. retires and is succeeded 
by Bill O’Neill. In December, the firm’s name 
becomes “Fuss & O’Neill, Inc.”.

• The world’s first personal computer, the 
Commodore PET, is demonstrated at the 
winter Consumer Electronics Show in 
Chicago.

• The movie “Star Wars” is released.19
77

The firm moves to 146 Hartford Road (built 
in 1911, as noted 
prior), where it is still 
headquartered today. At 
this time, the company 
employs approximately 
100 people.

• The United Kingdom and France announce plans to 
construct the Channel Tunnel.

• Halley’s Comet reaches its perihelion, the closest 
point to the Sun, during its second visit to the solar 
system in the 20th century (the first was in 1910).

• The National Park Passport Stamps program begins 
in the United States.
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Design-Build Services added to 
provide clients with a concept-to-
completion solution.

• Google, Inc. is founded in Menlo Park, California.
• St. Louis Cardinals first baseman Mark McGwire 

breaks baseball’s single-season home run record, 
formerly held since 1961 by Roger Maris.19
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Applied Thermodynamics Associates is acquired 
and the firm now offers MEP services • The Internet site YouTube goes online.
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TPM, which would become 
“Manufacturing Solutions”, was 
created.

• The world’s tallest living tree, a 379.3-foot tall coast 
redwood (sequoia) now named “Hyperion”, is 
discovered in Redwood National Park.
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EnviroScience is acquired, offering 
industrial hygiene and building 
hazardous materials services.
A regional office is opened in 
Boston, MA.

• The first iPhone is released for sale in 
the U.S.

• For the first time in the 23-year history 
of the modern version of the popular 
gameshow, “Jeopardy!”, a three-way tie occurs.20
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Ferrero Hixon Associates is acquired, providing a 
full range of landscape architecture services.

• NASA announces that 2010 will likely become the 
warmest year on record due to global warming, 
based on an analysis of temperature record data 
from the Goddard Institute for Space Studies.20

10

Kevin Grigg, PE, is hired as 
the firm’s first Chief Operating 
Officer. He is now the CEO.

• After 246 years since its first publication, 
the “Encyclopedia Britannica” 
discontinues its print edition.

• Tokyo Skytree, the tallest self-supporting 
tower in the world at 634 meters high, is 
opened to the public.

• Turkish adventurer Erden Eruç becomes 
the first person in history to complete a 
solo human-powered circumnavigation 
of the Earth.
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CLD Consulting Engineers, Inc. is acquired, 
creating a firm of more than 350 employees and 
with offices in every New England state.

• The first observation of a collision of two neutron 
stars is hailed as a breakthrough in multi-
messenger astronomy when both gravitational 
and electromagnetic waves from the event are 
detected.20
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Merv Clemson, who joined the 
firm in 1944, retires.

• A total solar eclipse (nicknamed “The Great 
American Eclipse”) is visible within a band across 
the entire contiguous United States of America, 
passing from the Pacific to the Atlantic coasts.20
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Fuss & O’Neill turns
95 years old!

• Apple Inc. becomes the world’s first public 
company to achieve a market capitalization 
of $1 trillion.

• NASA’s InSight probe successfully lands on the 
surface of Mars.20
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